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was made Abbot of St Symphorian's, in the suburbs of that city, a house
since converted into a priory of regular canons. Fortunatus, Bishop of
Poitiers, who was well acquainted with our saint, tells us that he was
favoured at that time with the gifts of miracles and prophecy. It was
his custom to watch great part of the night in the church in prayer, whilst
his monks slept. One night, in a dream, he thought a venerable old
man presented him with the keys of the city of Paris and said to him
that God committed to his care the inhabitants of that city that he should
save them from perishing. Four years after this divine admonition, in
554, happening to be in Paris when that see became vacant on the demise
of the Bishop Eusebius, he was exalted to the episcopal chair, though he
endeavoured by many tears to decline the charge. His promotion made
no alteration in his continual fasts and other austerities; and the same
simplicity and frugality appeared in his dress, table, and furniture. In
the evening, at nine o'clock, he went to the church and stayed there in
prayer till after matins, that is, in summer, till about break of day. His
house was perpetually crowded with the poor and the afflicted, and he
had always many beggars at his own table, at which no dainty meats were
ever served; he took care that the souls of his guests should be refreshed
at the same time with their bodies, by the reading of some pious book.
God gave to his sermons a wonderful influence over the minds of all
ranks of people; so that the face of the whole city was in a very short
time quite changed. Vanities were abolished, dances and profane amuse-
ments laid aside, enmities and discord extinguished, and sinners re-
claimed. King Childebert, who till then had been an ambitious, worldly
prince, by the sweetness and the powerful discourses of the saint, was entirely
converted to piety, and by his advice reformed his whole court. And so
desirous did that prince become of exchanging the perishing goods of
this world for eternal treasures that, not content with making many
religious foundations, to be nurseries of piety in all succeeding ages, and
with sending incredible sums of money to the good bishop to be dis-
tributed among the indigent, after his coffers were drained he melted
down his silver plate, and gave away the chains which he wore about his
neck, begging the bishop, whom he made the steward of his charities,
never to cease giving, assuring him that on his side he should never be
tired with supplying all things for the relief and comfort of the distressed.
In the year 542 King Childebert, together with his brother Clotaire,
making war in Spain, besieged Saragossa. The inhabitants in that city
reposed a particular confidence in the patronage of St Vincent, whose
relics they carried in procession within sight of the French camp. King
Childebert was moved with their devotion, and, desiring to speak with the
bishop of the city, promised to withdraw his army on condition he might
obtain some portion of the relics of St Vincent The bishop gave him
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